
Country Guide (IAM)

Honduras
This guide is compiled from the IAM Country Guide for reference only. Customs
regulations change frequently; please consult your Seapoe relocation consultant for the
latest requirements before shipping.
Updated 2026-09-05

Documents
Documents required for importing used household goods, personal effects, and related
shipments.

Required Documents
•  Copy of passport
•  Original bill of lading (OBL) or air waybill (AWB)
•  Packing list in Spanish, typed
•  Detailed valued inventory (depreciated values, not insurance or replacement values; for

customs purposes only)
•  Franchise or dispensa (for duty-free entry; see Specific Information)
•  Registro Tributario Nacional (RTN -- national tax registration number)
•  Owner's local contact details (name, local contact person, delivery address, telephone

number)
•  Proof of ownership for antiques, artifacts, etc., if applicable
•  Certificate of antiquity, if applicable

Specific Information
RTN (tax ID): The Registro Tributario Nacional may be obtained at the SAR (formerly DEI) office
after entry into Honduras. Processing takes approximately 24 hours.
Packing list requirements: Packing lists must be specific and in Spanish. Generic descriptions
such as "kitchen items" or "office items" are not accepted. Each item must be named individually
because Honduran customs requires item-level data entry into the customs system.
Valued inventory: The inventory valuation is for customs purposes only and should use
depreciated values, not high insurance or replacement values.
Antiques and artwork: Permitted for import if part of the household goods shipment, in
reasonable quantities, and declared. Ownership documents are required. Works of art and
antiques more than 100 years old are subject to 22% tax.
ISPM 15: Wood packaging materials (crates, pallets, dunnage) should comply with ISPM 15
standards.
CAFTA-DR: Honduras is a member of the Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA-DR). Goods originating from CAFTA-DR member countries may qualify for
preferential tariff treatment, though this primarily applies to commercial goods.

Duties & Taxes
Franchise/dispensa system: Honduras uses a franchise (dispensa) system for duty-free
importation of household goods. The franchise must be obtained before the shipment arrives.
Processing times vary:

•  Diplomats and international organization officials must request the franchise through a local
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organization from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs prior to shipment arrival. This process takes
approximately 1 month.

•  Returning Honduran citizens and retirees may obtain the franchise through a lawyer prior to
arrival of the shipment (approximately 1 month processing). Special franchises are available
to returning citizens who have been abroad for at least 12 months and to foreigners
applying for retiree residence in Honduras. The retiree franchise process takes
approximately 4 to 6 months. Proof of retiree status is required from the government of the
origin country, demonstrating that the transferee will have income exceeding USD 1,500 per
month.

•  Non-exempt shipments are subject to customs duties and taxes.
VAT: A general 15% Value Added Tax (ISV -- Impuesto Sobre Ventas) is applied to most imported
goods.

Prohibited & Restricted Items
Prohibited Items

•  Food items (only canned food may be imported in small quantities, subject to duties and
taxes)

•  Illegal drugs, narcotics, medicines, and controlled drugs
•  Weapons and ammunition (without permit) PERMIT REQUIRED
•  Plants and plant products
•  Milk and milk products
•  Pornographic material
•  Knives and deadly weapons
•  Counterfeit money and goods

Restricted / Dutiable Items
Duty-free personal allowances (per VisaHQ):

•  200 cigarettes, or 100 cigars, or 450 grams of tobacco
•  2 bottles of alcoholic beverages
•  A reasonable quantity of perfume for personal use

Alcoholic beverages in shipments: The import of alcoholic beverages within household goods
shipments is strongly discouraged. If imported, duties and taxes must be paid, and the
clearance process will be delayed. The detailed inventory must specify: number of bottles,
quantity in litres, value, and type of beverage (beer, spirits, or wine). Diplomats may import
alcoholic beverages duty-free, but a separate franchise must be requested for alcohol, distinct
from the household goods franchise.
Other restricted/dutiable items:

•  Works of art and antiques more than 100 years old (subject to 22% taxes)
•  Weapons, explosives, and ammunition (special permit required; VisaHQ notes the permit is

issued by Roatan airport for that port of entry)
•  Cats, dogs, and other animals (veterinary health certificate and SENASA import permit

required)

Special Categories
Common Mistakes

•  Failing to obtain the SENASA import permit before arrival
•  Arriving with a pet on a Friday or weekend, causing extended customs office stays
•  Not having item-specific documentation (generic vaccination descriptions may cause issues)
•  Not planning for enhanced CDC re-entry requirements when returning a dog to the U.S.
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Discrepancies
•  Health certificate validity: The IAM guide (2016) mentions a health certificate is required but

does not specify a time window. PetTravel (2026) specifies within 10 days of travel. PetTravel
is the more recent and detailed source.

•  Phytosanitary permit vs. import permit: The IAM guide lists a "phytosanitary permit" for pets.
PetTravel and VisaHQ both refer to an "import permit from SENASA." These likely refer to the
same document. The SENASA permit is the more precise term.

•  Alcoholic beverage restrictions: The IAM guide says import of alcohol in household goods is
"strongly discouraged" and will cause delays. VisaHQ lists a duty-free allowance of 2 bottles
of alcohol for personal import. These are not contradictory; the VisaHQ allowance is for
personal entry, while the IAM guide refers to alcohol included in household goods
shipments, which is a different process.

Unverified Items
•  The 10-year vehicle age limit (from the 2016 IAM guide) could not be independently verified

against a current Honduran government source because the relevant websites are
unreachable. This restriction is consistent with Central American vehicle age limits generally
but should be confirmed with the destination agent.

•  The USD 1,500/month income requirement for retiree franchises (from the 2016 IAM guide)
could not be confirmed against a current source. The amount may have been adjusted.

•  Form 9-A temporary vehicle entry procedures could not be verified against a current
government source. The SAR website is functional but no English-language guidance on this
form was found.

Consignment Instructions
Recommended: Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior
to import, especially for differences regarding air and sea shipments.
Franchise timing: The franchise/dispensa process must be initiated well before the shipment
arrives. Allow at least 1 month for diplomats and returning citizens, and 4 to 6 months for
retiree residence franchises. Shipments arriving before the franchise is approved will incur
storage charges and delays.
Packing list specificity: The most common cause of delays in Honduras customs clearance is
insufficiently detailed packing lists. Every item must be individually named in Spanish. Generic
groupings will be rejected.
Customs clearance timelines: FCL: 7 to 10 business days. LCL: 5 to 7 business days. UAB: 2 to 3
business days.
Ports of entry: Sea cargo typically clears through Puerto Cortés (Atlantic coast) or San Lorenzo
(Pacific coast). Air cargo clears through Ramón Villeda Morales International Airport (San Pedro
Sula) or Toncontín International Airport (Tegucigalpa).
Inspections: Customs inspections are standard. Ensure all documentation is complete and
accurate; fines apply for incomplete information, particularly for vehicle imports.
Unpredictable expenses: Storage, demurrage, and handling fees can accumulate, particularly if
the franchise has not been approved before shipment arrival.
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