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This guide is compiled from the IAM Country Guide for reference only. Customs
regulations change frequently; please consult your Seapoe relocation consultant for the
latest requirements before shipping.
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Documents
Documents required for importing used household goods, personal effects, and related
shipments.

Required Documents
Returning Filipino Residents / Returning OFWs
Dual Citizens (Filipino and foreign passport holders)
Foreign Nationals holding 9(G), 9(D), 47(A)2, 13G, or 13A visas
Diplomats (9(E) visa holders)
Temporary Visitors and Tourists (9(A) visa)

•  Original passport with the latest arrival stamp
•  Affidavit of End-Use/Ownership
•  Authorization letter
•  Certificate of Employment (for OFWs)
•  TIN ID or BIR Form showing importer's TIN
•  Signed sea waybill (Express Release BL) or air waybill
•  Copy of packing list
•  Original and valid Philippine and foreign passports
•  Original Oath of Allegiance
•  Original Certificates of Retention and Identification
•  Copy of birth certificate
•  TIN ID or BIR Form with importer's TIN
•  Signed authorization letter and affidavit of ownership
•  Dated and signed bill of lading/AWB and packing list
•  Original passport with the relevant visa stamped
•  Dated and signed sea waybill (Express Release BL) or AWB
•  Signed authorization letter on company letterhead
•  Signed affidavit of ownership
•  Copy of packing list
•  Copy of Certificate of Employment (for 47(A)2 holders)
•  Copy of Alien Certificate of Registration I-Card (for 13G/13A)
•  Copy of marriage contract and spouse's birth certificate (for 13A visa; originals may be

requested by the Department of Finance)
•  Note verbal approval from the sponsoring agency
•  Dated sea waybill (Express Release BL) or AWB
•  Packing list
•  Dated sea waybill (Express Release BL)
•  Packing list and passport copy
•  No duty/tax exemption; goods are dutiable
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Specific Information
Duty-free conditions: Returning residents and returning OFWs qualify for tax exemption based
on time spent abroad, applied for through the Department of Finance:

•  Away less than 5 years: exemption up to PHP 150,000 per bill of lading
•  Away 5 to 10 years: exemption up to PHP 250,000 per bill of lading
•  Away 10 years or more: exemption up to PHP 350,000 per bill of lading

The shipment must arrive in the Philippines within 60 days of the returning resident's arrival to
qualify. Returning OFWs may additionally bring in home appliances and other durables tax and
duty free, limited to one of each kind; any excess is subject to duty and tax.
Holders of 9(G), 13G, 13A, 9(D), 47(A)2, SRRV, or EO 226 visas are entitled to full tax exemption
on household goods, with the application submitted to the Department of Finance. The
shipment must arrive within 90 days of the visa holder's latest arrival on the passport.
Diplomatic shipments (9(E) visa) are fully duty and tax exempt. The exemption request is routed
through the Department of Foreign Affairs, which endorses it to the Department of Finance.
Temporary visitors and tourists (9(A) visa) have no exemption and pay a flat 15% duty and 12%
VAT on their shipment, or may post a cash bond (approximately 150% of assessed duties and
taxes, plus a posting/cancellation fee of about USD 450) while a change of visa status is
pending. The bond is valid for 3 months and may be extended once for an additional 3 months.
Port storage is generally free for the first 5 days; demurrage on containerized shipments applies
thereafter at the carrier's standard rate.
Clearance timelines: Air shipments with direct duty payment clear in 3 to 5 working days; LCL
sea shipments in 7 to 10 working days; FCL sea shipments in 7 to 10 working days. Shipments
filing for tax exemption take longer, typically 10 to 15 working days from receipt of the complete
documentation package including the DOF-approved exemption.
ISPM 15: The Philippines has adopted ISPM 15 (International Standards for Phytosanitary
Measures) requiring all wood packaging material to be treated and marked accordingly.

Duties & Taxes
Duty and tax treatment in the Philippines is determined by the consignee's visa or residency
status rather than a flat allowance. All incoming shipments are subject to 100% customs
examination and x-ray or physical scanning, except diplomatic shipments.

Prohibited & Restricted Items
Prohibited Items

•  Obscene literature, photographs, and films
•  Politically subversive literature
•  Narcotics and drugs RESTRICTED
•  Gambling equipment
•  Firearms, guns, and ammunition PERMIT REQUIRED
•  Sharp or bladed weapons
•  Perishable items
•  Endangered species and products thereof CITES

Restricted / Dutiable Items
•  Alcohol: very limited duty-free allowance for non-diplomatic shipments, generally under 10

bottles; shipments without a tax exemption pay high duty and tax rates
•  Tobacco and alcohol de minimis allowance (personal, non-shipment quantities): 400

cigarettes, 50 cigars, 250 g of tobacco, and up to 6 bottles of 1 liter each
•  Ammunition, explosives, and firearms require licensing and Philippine National Police
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clearance
•  Prescription and over-the-counter medicines should be hand-carried in minimal, personal-

use amounts rather than shipped
•  Wine, liquor, and food items should be loaded last in the container to facilitate customs

inspection and should be listed on a separate detailed inventory (bottle count, volume, spirit
type, value, and alcohol percentage)

•  Computers may be imported as part of a household goods and personal effects shipment

Special Categories
IAM Disclaimer
Customs regulations can change at any time with or without notice. This document is provided
as a guide and for information only. While this information is correct at posting, regulations,
procedures, and charges are subject to change. IAM does not accept liability for errors,
omissions, inaccuracies, or misinterpretation. It is recommended to verify this information with
a destination agent prior to shipping.

Consignment Instructions
Recommended: Contact the destination agent to ensure all requirements have been met prior
to import, particularly given the differences between air and sea shipment procedures and the
visa-dependent exemption rules.
A complete, English-language inventory is required for customs review. Because 100% of
incoming shipments are subject to examination and scanning, expect longer physical inspection
timelines than in countries with spot-check regimes. Shipments filing for a tax exemption
should have the DOF-approved exemption in hand before or immediately upon arrival to avoid
extended storage charges; port storage is generally free for 5 days before demurrage accrues.
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